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FOREWORD

Muslim communities all over the world are faced with a variety of
challenges in their Dawah activities. One major chalicnge relates with the
area of education. It is not easy to develop, in every community, an
educational institution which may provide professional assistance and back
up to members of community in acquiring Islamic knowledge and
information.  In some Muslim communities full time educational
institutions have been established. In others, educational needs of the
community are met through weekend programmes, seminars, symposia
and other such activities.

Some Muslim communities have given serious thought to
programmes of distance teaching, however, such programines have not
been materialized with proper know-how and professional assistance.

The Dawah Academy. at a humble level, is in the process of
developing a series of correspondence courses in English and oiher
languages. In order to develop a suitable introductory course on Islam as
the way of life, we are introducing, at this point, material selected from
existing Islamic literature.

Our next step will be to produce our own material in view of the
needs of Muslim communities in various parts of the world. This will
have two levels: first general level and second a post-graduate course on
Islam. The present selection from Islamic literature deals with first level.
This covers a variety of topics dealing with Islam as a complete way of
life. We hope this course will provide initial information on important
aspects of Islam.



We will greatly appreciate critical comments and observations of
participants on this course. This will help us in development of our own
material for both levels of study. Please.do not hesitate to write to us if
you have some suggestions to improve the material or methodology.
Address all your observations at the following:

Prof. Dr. Anis Ahmad,

Director General,

Dawah Academy,

International Islamic University,

P. 0. Box No.14835,

Islamabad.

Phone No.853195, 858640-3, 850751
Fax No.92-51-853360



SOCIAL ETIQUETTES IN ISLAM IJ

Etiquettes of Bringing up The Children

1.

Consider your children as bounty of God. Celebrate the birth of a
child with joy and exchange messages of congratulation on such
occasions. Welcome the birth of children with prayers for grace
and blessings of God. Offer thanks to the Lord that He has
conferred upon you the favour of rearing one of His creatures and
that He has afforded you the opportunity of leaving behind an heir

“to represent you in spiritual as well as mundane life.

If you are childless, pray to God for favour of granting you pious
offspring in the same manner as the venerable Prophet of God
Hadrat Zakaria (peace of upon him} had prayed to God for the
grant of pious offspring.

(ra-gi A Tydedd e SN SO a S
Rabbi habli min ladunka dhurrivvatan tayyibatan innaka
sami“-ud-du’a

“Lord! Bestow upon me by Thy bounty goodly bﬂ’sprmg.
Lo! Thou art the Hearer of prayer”.

Do not feel downcast on the birth of a child. Strictly guard against
feeling remorse or considering the birth of a child as a burden on
account of financial hardship, ill-health or for any other reason.

Do not procure an abortion. Abortion or killing a child after birth
are both acts of heinous barbarity, gruesome cruelty and extreme
cowardice and entail ruination in this world and hereinafter. Goil
affirms:
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Qad khasi-ralladhing gatalii auladahum safahan bighair-i- ‘ilm.
{6:140)
“Those who kill their children out of their foolishness are
the greatest losers”.

In an mpressive condemnation of human short-sightedness, God
has clearly forbidden the genocide of children:
r,ﬁijotl.ﬂﬂljﬂij)w‘jwn__:tﬁ-gﬁjﬂ_,lﬂ:‘b
(- Kt S as-0ls
Waldtagiuli auladakum khashyvata imidag nahnu narzuquhum wa
tvyakum innd gatlahum kana khitaa’n kabira.

“Slay not your children fearing poverty. We shall provide
for them and for you. Lo! the slaying of them is great sin.”.

On one occasion a companion {God be pleased with him)
enquired from the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him), “O Prophet of God (peace and blessing of Allah be
upon you)! Which is the greatest sin”? The Holy Prophet {peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Polytheism™. The
companion (God be pleased with him) again asked: “And what
next” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah be upon him)
observed: “Disobedience to parents”. The companion (God be
pleased with him) enguired the third time: “And which sin is the
greatest next to it?” In answer to this, the Holy Prophet of God
{peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “To kill
your children fearing that they will share your sustenance.”

5. At the time of delivery, recite Ayat-ul-Kursi and the following two
verses of Surah Al-A‘raf near the pregnant woman. Recite also
Surah “Al-Falag’™ and Surah *An-Nas® repeatedly and after each
recitation blow vour breath over the woman awaiting delivery :
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| (roo- o 2N r:hajlgl_di).n“, taghiis 03y,
Allahu la-illaha illahu-al-hayyul gayyum 1a ta Khudhuhi sinatun wa
lanaum lahu ma fissamawati wa ma fil ard man dhalladhi vashfa'u
indahu itla bi-idhnihi' y ‘alamu ma baina aidihim wa ma khalfabum
wa la yuhituna bi-shai-im-min ‘ilmihi illa bimd sha’'a wasi‘a
kursiyyu-hus-samawati wal arda wa id yagduhi hifzuhuma wa
huwal-‘aliyyul ‘azim (2:255)

Allah! There is no God save Him, the Alive, the Eternal.
Neither slumber nor sleep overtaketh Him, unte Him belongeth
whatsover is in the heavens and wahtsovever is in the earth. Who
is that intercedeth with Him save by His leave? He knoweth that
which is in front of them and that which is behind them while they
encompass nothing of His knowledge save that what He wills. His
throne includeth the heavens and the earth and He is never weary
of preserving them. He is the Sublime, the Tremendous™.

The two verses of Surah A‘raf are as under :

Jbé,:dlrjrux;.,\,;u;,)ybgyt&uduwrs;);,sa
NEJE Py JU PR ,.....J-‘-'\_,Li;,-%,lhuw‘}_,u g | )
JL:-J.A::'ri_'JL,ﬁJ1_JJL-J|uJ4U|.SJL_;J.:‘)Ji_,dlaqj\d‘j\aﬂb

(80 ‘ar A ka4l s

Inna rabbaku-mulla-hulladhi khalagas-samawati wal-arda fi sittati-
ayyamin thummastawd ‘alal ‘arshi yughshillail-annahara yatlubuhi
hathithan wash-shamsa walgamara wannu-juma musakharaiin bi-
amrih. Ala lahulkhalqu wal-amru. Tabarakallohu rabbul “alamin
Ud‘au rabbakum tadarru‘an wa khufyah inna ki Ia yuhibbul
mi ‘tadin. (7 : 54-55)
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“Lo! your Lord is Allah Who created the heavens and the
carth in six days, and then sat upon the throne of his Kingdom.
Who makes the night cover the day which is in haste to follow it
and has made the sun and the moon and the stars subservient by
His Command. His verily is all creation and commandment.
Biessed be Aliah the Lord of the worlds! (O mankind) Call upon’
vour Lord humbly and in secret. Lo! He loveth not aggressors”

6. After birth, hathe the infant and say adhan in its right and igamat
in its left ear. On the birth of Hadrat Husain (God be pleased with
him), the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
had said adhan and Igamat in his ears.”™ {(Tabrani)

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) is also reported to have affirmed: “Whenever someone begets
a child and says Adhan in its right and fgamat in its left ear, the
child is immunised against the affliction of Umm-ui-Sibivan' by
this act.” . (Abu Ya'la)

There is great wisdom in conveying the names of God and
His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) to the
ears of a new-born infant.

In his work entitled Tuhfa-til-Wadnd, * Allama Ibn Qayyim
observes: The significance of this act is that the proclamation of
the Greatness and Glory of God should be the first te reach to ears
of 4 human being. And the affirmation of belief which he will
render in full consciousness later in order to enter the fold of Islam
should be conveyed to him in the very first day of his life as a
man is prompted to recite Kafimah Tawhid (Affirmation of belief

P Umm-ni-Sibivan " refers o Epitepsy which develops in children due to polluted air.
The children faint under the effect of this ailment.
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in One God} at the time of his death. Another advantage of saying
the Adhan and Iqamat 1n the ears of the child is that the devil, who
lives in ambush planning to entrap the human being in trials, flees
on hearing the sound of Adhan and before the devil can draw the
soul of the child towards himself, the child is called towards Islam
and worship of God.

7. After the Adhan and Ifqamat get a date chewed by some pious man
or woman and paste its pulp on the palate of the infant and ask that
man or woman to offer a prayer invoking grace and blessings of
God upon the child. Hadrat Asma (God be pleased with her)
reports: “When ‘Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased with him)

~was born T put him in the lap of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) asked for a date, chewed it and
applied his sacred saliva inside the mouth and pasted the chewed
pulp of date on the palate of *Abdullah ibn Zubair (God be pleased
with him). Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allalh be upon him) offered a prayer invoking grace and blessings
of God upon the child.”

Hadrat ‘A’isha (God be pleased with her) states: “Infants
were brought to the presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to Tehnik' and pray for the
favour and blessings of God upon them.™ {Muslim)

When Hadrat Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (may God be
merciful to him) was blessed with a child, he asked for Meccan

Tehnik® means to chew the date into a soft pulp and apply this pulp on the palate
of the infant.
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date which was available in the home and requested a pious lady
Umm ‘Al (may God show her mercy) to perform the Tahnik.

Give your child a fine name, preferably a name resembling that of
the Prophets (peace be upon them) or put a prefix ‘Abd with some
attribute of God, just as ‘Abd-Allah or ‘Abd-Rahman, to make up
a name for your child.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has affirmed: “On the Day of Judgement, you shall be called
by your names. So prescribe fine names for yourselves”.

{Abu Dawud)

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) observed: “Among all you names ‘Abdullah
and, ‘Abdul Rahman are the most favourite of God”. In addition,
the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed:
“Prescribe those names which resemble the names of the Prophets
(peace be upon them)”.

It 1s recorded in Bukhari that the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) also observed: “Name your
children after my name, but do not give them my ‘Kuniyyat”.

If you have prescribed a wrong name due to ignorance, change it
and prescribed some good name. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used to alter wrong names. The
name of one Hadrat ‘Umar’s (God be pleased with him) daughter
was ‘Asiva. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upoh him) changed it and named her Jamila (God be pleased with
her), {Muslim)
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The original name of Hadrat Zainab (God be pieased with
her) the daughter of Abu Salama (God be pleased with him) was
‘Barrah’, which means ‘the pious one’. On hearing this name, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
chserved: “Do you make a self-proclamation of piety?” The people
submitted, “What other name shall we prescribed then?” The
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed:
“Name her Zainab”. (Abu Dawud)

Perform the ‘Agigqa ceremony on the seventh day of the birth of a
child. Sacrifice two lambs for a boy and one 1f the baby is a girl.
However, it is not obligatory to slaughter two lambs for a boy.
You may sacrifice one animal also. Get the hair of the head of the
baby shaved off and give away in charity gold or silver equal in
weight to these hair. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has observed:

“Prescribe a name for the child on the seventh day afier
birth and perform ‘dgiqa ceremony after getting the baby’s head
shaved off™. (Firmidhi)

Get the male child circumcised on the seventh day after birth.
However, if for some reason the operation is put off. it is
obligatory to get the circumcision performed before the male child
reaches the age of seven. Circumcision is part of Islamic faith.

When the child learns to speak, teach him first of all to recite:

La ilaha illallahu. (There is no god but Allah). The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) has
observed: '

“When your offspring starts speaking, teach him to
recite:— La ilaha illallahu. (There is no god but Allah and never
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fear about his end. When the milk teeth are uprooted, order your
child to observe prayers”.

The Tradition also records that whenever a child in the
household of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) began to speak, the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) used to teach him the second verse of Surah
al-Furqan in which the concept of the belief in One God has been
beautifully expressed in a concise form.

Alladhi lahu mulkussamawari wa lam vyattakhidh waladan wa lam
yakun lahu sharikun fil mulki wa khalaga kulla shaiin fagaddarahu
faqdira.

“He unto Whom belongeth the sovereignty of the heavens
and the earth, He hath chosen no son nor hath He any partner in
the sovereignty. He hath created everything and hath meted out for
it a role”.

Feed the child on your breast-milk. The mother owes this
obligation to the child. The Holy Qur'an has made repeated
references to this favour of the mother to her child and has
enjoined the pious to treat their mothers with extraordinary
devotion in return for their favour. It is the duty of the mother to
inculcate mn the soul of the child belief in One God, devotion to the
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) and love of
religion along with the drops of her milk which she feeds to the
chiid. She should make sure that the heart and soul of her child
completely assimilates the spirit of religion. Do not ease your
burden by transferring the duty of rearing the child to a nurse.
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Perform this pleasant obligation of religion yourself and enjoy
spiritual satisfaction and ecstasy.

Avoid frightening the children. The fright instilled n the mind of
the child in the early vears overshadows his mind and intellect for
the remainder of his life and these children usually prove incapable
of achieving extraordinary success in life.

Make it a point not to shout at, reproach or rebuke children on
every trifling matter. Make an affectionate endeavour to irain the
children to form good habits with devotion and good sense instead
of expressing annoyance or contempts on the faults of children.
However, act in such a way that children must remain in fear that
you will not tolerate any of their actions which do not conform io
the dictates of religion.

Always treat your children with affection, love and tenderness.

Keep them happy by providing for their needs and requirements
according -to your means. Promote sentiments of loyalty and
devotion in your children.

Once Hadrat Mu‘awiya (God be pleased with him) asked
Ahnaf ibn Qais {God be pleased with him), “Say, in what mannes
the offspring should be treated?”

Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with him) answered:
“Amir-ul-Mominin, the offspring are the fruit of our hearts, =
support for our backs; we are like the sky providing a protective
shade over them; we are like a soft and harmiess ground on which
they recline. It is they who give us the incentive to perform great
deeds. Hence if they demand anything from you, fulfil their
demand with a generous heart. If they are stricken with sorrow,
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alleviate their grief. Consequently they will love you and
appreciate your paternal concern. Do not be an intolerable burden
on them to the extent that they should in annoyance wish that you
were better dead than alive and hate to come near you”.

Hadrat Mu‘awiya (God be pleased with him) was deeply
moved on hearing this wise speech of Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be
pleased with him) and remarked: “Ahnaf (God be pleased with
you) T swear in the name of God that when you came and sat
beside me 1 was burning with rage against Yazid”.

Later, when Hadrat Aknaf (God be pleased with him)
departed Hadrat Mu’awiya’s (God be pleased with him) anger had
cooled down and he felt reconciled to Yazid. He at once sent two
hundred dirhams and two hundred dresses as a token of love to
Yazid. On receiving these presents, Yazid divided them into two
equal portions and despaiched one hundred dirhams and a hundred
dresses as a gift to Hadrat Ahnaf ibn Qais (God be pleased with -
him).

Pat the heads of children with affection; take them up and seat
them in your laps, fondle them and treat them in good humour. Do
not rule over them as an irate tyrant. Such an attitude stunts the
growth of affectionate sentiments towards parents in the hearts of
children, destroys their self-confidence and adversely affects the
development of their inborn facuities.

On one occasion Agra’ ibn Habis (God be pleased with
him) came to the presence of the Holy Propbet (peace and
biessings of Allah be upon him). The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) was at that time engaged in
tondling Hadrat Hassan (God be pleased with him). Agra’ (God be
pleased with him) felt rather surprised and submitted, “O Holy
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Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) do you also
fondle children. T have ten children and have never shown
fondness to even one of them” —— The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) raised his eyes and taking a look
at Agra’ observed: “If God has deprived your heart of kindness
and affection, what can I do!”

Hadrat ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) held a high post
in the government during the reign of Hadrat Umar (God be
pleased with him). He once paid a call at the house of Hadrat
‘Umar (God be pleased with him) and was astounded to see that a
few children had mounted the chest of the Caliph and were
engaged in play. The Caliph realized the feelings of annoyance
writ large on the face of ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) and
enquired, “What manner of treatment do you show to your
children!” ‘Amir (God be pleased with him) now got the
opportunity to express his viewpoint on the matter. He said:
“ Amir-ul-Mo’minin, as soon as I enter my house the people of my
household are struck with terror and stand dumb with fear”. On
hearing this, Hadrat ‘Umar (God be pleased with him) said in a
deep tone of sorrow:

“Amir (God be pleased with him), you are a follower of
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) and yet are ignorant of the important injunction that
a Muslim should behave towards his family- members with
extreme love and deep tenderness.”

Concentrate all your efforts to train and educate your children in
piety and honesty and consider the greatest sacrifice too littie to
achieve this purpose. This is an obligation laid upon you by
religion; it is a favour you owe to your children; and it is the
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greatest good that you can do to yourself. The Holy Quran
affirms: '

L pSaly St 3 Lyl gy

Ya-ayyuhalladhina amanu git anfusakum va ahlikum nara.
“O Believers, protect yourself and the people of your
household from the fire of Hell™.

The only means of obtaining salvation from Hell-Fire is
that man should be aware of all the requisite knowiedge about
religion and his life should pass in loyalty and devotion to the
commands of God and His Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him).

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has observed: “The best gift that a father can bestow upon

liis son is to arrange good education and training for him.”
{Mishkat}

In addition to this, the Apostle of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “The actions of man cease with
his death. But there are three deeds whose reward and blessing
continue to reach him even afier death: One that he should make
a Sadaga Jariah (Recurring Charity). Secondly, he should leave
behind a legacy of knowledge from which people may continue o
derive benefit; thirdly, pious offspring who continuously invoke
mercy of God upon him.” (Muslim)

In fact the pious offspring are the only means of keeping
alive your cuitural traditions, religious doctrines and the concept
of faith in One God, after you have expired. The believer prays
for pious offspring so that the younger generation may keep the
message of the old generation ever green and alive.
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When the children attain the age of seven years, teach them
‘Namaz’ and urge them to observe prayers. Take them to the
mosque with you to arouse their interest. If the children neglect to
observe prayers when they have attained the age of ten, administer
suitable punishment to them. By word and action make it
absolutely clear to them that you will not tolerate their evasion of
saying prayers.

When the children attain the age of ten years, give them separate
beds to sleep in. The Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) has observed:

“When your children are seven years old, urge them to
observe prayers. When they attain the age of ten and
neglect saying prayers, punish them, and after this age
provide separate beds for them to sleep in.”

Always keep your children clean and neat. Take care that they are
clean, neat and bathed. Keep their dress pure and clean. However,
avoid excessive adornment or ostentation in dressing up children.
Keep the dress of a female child simple and clean. Do not spoil the
nature of your children by dressing them up in gaudy and
flambuoyant clothes.

Do not point out the faults of your children in the presence of
others and strictly abstain from degrading or hurting the self-
respect of your children.

Do not express your dismay at reforming your children in their
presence. Instead praise them generously even for their ordinary
virtues in order to boost up their morale. Make constant
endeavours to encourage them, and to foster self-confidence and
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boldness i them so thai they may strive for the highest goals in
the field of life.

Keep telling the children the stories of the Prophets (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon them), tales of the pious people (God
be pleased with them) and episodes of the courageous feats of the
illustrious companions of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). This must be considered an essential means
of training, civilizing, character-building and arousing love for
religion among the young and despite countless other
preoccupations you must find some time to talk on these subjects
with your children. Recite to them the Holy Qur’an in a sweet
rhythmical voice frequently and on occasions relate to them the
stirring stories and traditions of the life and work of the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). In the
manner, you should try to inculcate in the hearts of the young
warm sentiments of true love and devotion to the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him).

Let the children distribute food or money to the poor with their
own hands sometimes so that the virtues of liberality, generosity
and charity to the poor may develop in their hearts. On occasions,
let brothers and sisters distribute shares of food or other eatables
among themselves without your aid. This will create in them an
awareness of the rights of others and accustom them to fair-
dealing.

Do not comply with each illegitimate or non-genuine desire of the
children. By means of patience and commonsense teach them to
give up this habit. Be strict with them at times and do not turn
them into obstinate and self-willed youngsters by showering
excessive love upon them. '
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- Avoid thundering and shouting at the highest pitch of your voice

and urge the children to speak softly in a moderate tone and
abstain from shouting or railing at each other.

Inculcate the habit of self-help in children. They should not look
to the servants to do every little job for them. This habit makes the
children lazy and crippled in some ways. Foster the habits of
sturdiness, hard work and strenuous application among the
chiidren.

In the event of an altercation taking place among children, do not
lend undue support to your own child. You must realise that the
sentiments which you cherish in your heart for your child are
exactly the same which other people have for their children. Keep
in view the faults of your own child and in all untoward
circumstances try to pinpoint the error and fault of your own child
and then make an earnest endeavour to eliminate these childish
shortcomings in a wise manner by exercising constant vigilance.

Show equal treatment to all your children and avoid going to
extremes in the matter of behaving towards children. If you are
naturally drawn towards a particular child then, of course. it can’t

‘be helped. Yet in behaviour and dispensation of requirements you

must show equal treatment and evenhanded justice.Do not show
distinctive favour to a child to the dismay of other children. This
will foster inferiority complex, hatred and frustration and all this
will finally erupt into rebellious conduct. These evil sentiments
greatly retard the development of natural faculties of a child and
leave an adverse effect on the moral and spiritnal growth of the
child’s personality.

On one occasion Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him)
took his son Hadrat No‘man (God be pleased with him) to the
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presence of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) and submitted: “O Prophet of God (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon you) 1 possessed one slave and I have transferred
that slave to the ownership of this son of mine”. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired: “Have you
given a slave to each of vour sons?” Hadrat Bashir (God be
pleased with him) submitted: “No”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet

. (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded him:

“Take the slave back from him. Fear God and show equal
treatment to all of your children”. Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased
with him) returned home and revoked the transfer of ownership of
the slave to No‘man. According to another tradition, the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) had observed
on that occasion: “Do not make me a witness of sin. I shall not be
a witness to injustice”. In yet another tradition it is reported that
the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed to Hadrat Bashir (God be pleased with him): “Do you
wish that all your sons should behave equally well towards you?”
Hadrat Bashir {(God be pleased with him) submitted: “O Prophet
of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon you): Yes, why
not!” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: “Do not act in this manner thenBukhari, Muslim)

Always present a good practical model before the children. Your
own life style serves as a mute and permanent precept for your
children. Children constantly learn and adopt lessons from your
own conduct in life. Do not tell a lie even as a matter of fun
before the children.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amir (God be pleased with him)
relates an episode from his own life as follows: “One day when
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was
present in our house, my mother called for me and said: “Come
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here. 1 have something for you”. The Holy Prophet (peace and
biessings of Allah be upon him) was watching. He (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed to my mother, “What is
it that you want to give to the child?” My mother submitted: “I
wish to give him a date”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) observed: “If you had called the boy on the
pretext of giving him something and ‘in fact did not give him
anything omn his arrival, surely this sin of falsehood would have
been added to the scroll of your deeds”. _ {Abu Dawud)

Celebrate the birth of a female child with as much rejoicing as you
observe on the birth of a male child. Boy or girl, both are a gift
from God and only He knows better whether a boy or a girl is
propitious for you. It does not behove a faithful of God to demure
or feel crest-fallen on the birth of a girl. Such behaviour is the
height of ingratitude and an insolence towards the Omniscient and
Merciful God.

The Tradition records: “When a girl is born to someone
God sends angels to his home who pronounce: “O inmates of this
house! peace be on you”. The angels take the baby girl under their
wings and passing their hands on her head in a gesture of affection
observe: “This is a weak creature born out of a weak creature.
Whosoever protects and rears this infant girl, God shall sustain
him till doomsday”. (Tabrani)

Train and bring up your girls with a sense of great pleasure,
spiritual satisfaction and in the spirit of religion. In return for this
pious service anticipate from God that He will admit you to the
uppermost level of Paradise”. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed: “The man who
patronises three daughters or three sisters, educates them and
teaches them good manners and behaves kindly towards them till
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they become independent of his care by the will of God, is entitled
by God to enter Paradise™. Thereupon a person submitted: “If
there be only two daughters or two sisters?” The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “The same
reward will be given for similar conduct toward two daughters or
two sisters.” Hadrat Ibn A’bbas (God be pleased with him)
observes: IHad the people enquired about the reward for rearing
one girl in this manner, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) would have given the same glad tidings”™.
{Mishkat)

Hadrat ‘Aishah (God be pleased with her) narrates, “One
day a woman accompanied by two small girls came to visit me and
begged me to give her something. T had only one date which 1
handed over to her. The woman divided the date into two halves
and gave one half to each girl, leaving nothing to eat for herself.
Afterwards she stood up and went out. The same moment the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) entered the
house. I related the whole matter to him {peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). On hearing the case, the Holy Prophet {peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Any man who is
put to trial on account of daughters being born to him and he
comes out of the trial successful by virtue of showing good
treatment to his daughters, these girls will serve him as a shield
against the fire of Hell on the Day of Judgement”, (Mishkat)

Do not look down upon the female child, nor show preference to
the boy over the girl in any matter. Treat both with equal love and
behave towards both in an equal manner. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed: “Anyone who
is blessed with the birth of a girl and does not look down upon
her; neither shows preference to the boy over the girl nor
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considers the boy in any way superior to the girl, such a man will
surely be admitted into Paradise by God”. (Abu Dawud)

Give the prescribed share to the girl out of your property
willingly. This share is ordained by God and no one has the
authority to increase or decrease the amount of this share. It does
not behove a pious believer to make excuses in the matter of
paying the share of the girl or to feel content by giving away some
fraction of it according to his own personal views. Such an action
is a breach of covenant with God as well as tantamount to offering

an insult to the religion (God forbid!).

Along with these practical measures, say prayers from the depths
of your soul and with sincere devotion of heart for your offspring.
We may trust the Munificent and Kind God that He will not et
earnest prayers offered by the parents out of the depth of their soul
go unanswered.



Etiquettes of
Visiting the Patient

You must enquire after the health of the patients. To visit a patient
is not only a social requirement or a means of promoting mutual
cooperation and sympathy, but it is also a right of a Muslim over
another and an essential pre-requisite to devotion to Allah. He who
is devoted to Allah cannot remain unconcerned with the creation
of God. To evade the obligation of offering sympathy, consolation
and assistance to the sick is tantamount to forsaking the
remembrance of Allah.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) has affirmed:

“On the Day of Judgement Allah shall ordain: ‘O son of
Adam! You did not visit me when I was ailing” ! The man will
submit: ‘O Creator! You are Lord of the whole universe. How
could I dare enquire after your welfare” ! Allah shall ordain :
‘Such and-such person from among My creatures fell il and you
did not enquire after his health. If you had gone to enquire after
his welfare, you would have found Me there. (In other words you
would have earned My Favour and Blessing)”. (Muslim)

In addition, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed:

“A Muslim has six rights over another Muslim”. The
people submitted: “O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon you)! What are those rights”? The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) affirmed:
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1. Say ‘Salam’ to your brother Muslim whenever you meet
him.
2. Accept the invitation of your brother Muslim whenever he

invites you.

3. Offer proper advice with all sincerity to your brother
Muslim whenever he segks your good advice.

4. When your Muslim brother sneezes and says ‘Al-Hamd-o-
litlah’, respond with saying ‘Yar hamokallah’.

5. Visit your brother Muslim whenever he falls ill and enquire
about his health.

6. When a Muslim brother dies, join in his funeral
procession”. (Muslim)

Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him} offered:

“He who enguires after the health of an ailing Muslim
brother will find a dwelling place on the highest level of
Paradise™. (Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Hadrat Abu Huraira (God be pleased with him) has
reported that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed:

“When a person goes to enquire after the health of a
Muslim brother or just pays a call on him, a caller from the
Heaven pronounces, “you have done well; your walking 1s

propitious; you have earned a dwelling place in Paradise”.
(Tirmidhi)
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Sit towards the head of the patient, pass your hand over his head
or body and utter words of sympathy and consolation, so that the
patient may start thinking about the reward and recompense
awaiting him in-the eternal world; and he may abstain from
uttering any remarks showing impatience, or feelings of anguish
and complaint.

Hadrat ‘Aisha bint Sa‘ad (Allah be pleased with her)
reports that her father related: “Once whiie in Mecca I fell gravely
ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah upon him)
came to enquire after my health. I submitted: “O Holy Prophet

‘(peace and blessings of Allah be upon you) ! I am leaving behind

a great deal of wealth and 1 have only one daughter. Should T will
away two third of my wealth and leave one-third for my
daughter”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed: “INo”. I submitted: “Should I then will away
half of my property and leave half portion for my daughter”? The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: “Yes, will away one third of your wealth and this is
enough”. Afterwards, the Holy Prophet of Allah (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) placed his hand on my forehead
and passed it over my face and belly and then said the following
prayer:

“0 Allah, bless Sa’ad with health and complete his Hijrat”.

Since then whenever I recall to mind that moment I feel the

shooting sensation of the holy hand of the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) to the depth of my innerself™.

{Al-Adab-ul-Mufrad)

Hadrat Zaid b. Argam (Allah be pleased with him) relates:
“Once my eyes became sore. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) visited me to enquire after my
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health and said : “Zaid what do you do when you are suffering
from sore eyes”. The Holy Prophet blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: “If you observe patience and endurance while you
are afflicted with sore eyes, God shalf admit you into Paradise as
a reward for this”.

Hadrat Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) states:
“Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) visited a patient to enquire after his health the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be npon him) used to sit at the head
of the ailing person and repeat the following prayer seven times:

Sty Ol laall 5 i o daall o L

As’alullah-al-"azima rabb-al-arsh-il’-azimi an yashfivaka’

“I beseech Allah Almighty Who is the Lord of Exalied
Heavens to grant you health” !

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed" “The patient will certainly be restored to health 1f
this prayer is offered seven times, except in case the hour of his
death has come”. (Mishkar)

Hadrat Jabir (Allah be pleased with him) reports that the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) paid a
visit to an old lady Umimn as-Saib (God be pleased with her) to
enquire after her health. Umm as-Saib (Allah be pleased with her)
was shivering with intense fever. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be updn him) enquired: “How are you feeling”?
The lady submitted: “May God curse this fever which is
oppressing me”. On hearing this, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Don’t curse the fever.
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It purges the pious of sins just as the furnace smelts the iron and
purifies it of rust”, (Al-Adab-ui-Mufrad)

When you visit a patient, enquire about his condition and pray for
his recovery. Whenever the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) visited a patient he first enquired about his
health and then used to observe “ A2 ) gk WY “1a ba‘sa
tuhirun in sha allahu. “There is no need to worry. By the Will of
God, this illness will disappear and will prove a means of purging
you of all sins”. Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) used t¢ pass his right hand over
the region of pain and discomfort and say this prayer:

RV ‘yijich,JlJaj\thng\T.liﬁ_ﬁlﬁU\
(G b ol Yl S el W
Allahumma adhhibil-ba’sa rabb-an-ndsi ishfiki wa antash-shaft la
shifa’a ilia shifa ‘uka shif’an ld yughadiru sagama.
(Bukhari, Muslim).
“God! Remove this pain. O Lord of mankind, grant health
to this person. You are the Healer. There is none from whom we
expect recovery from illness save. You alone — grant such
recovery that this disease may be completely uprooted”.

Do not sit beside the patient for long, nor make noise near him.
However, if the sick person is your intimate friend or a near
relation and himself insists on your sitting beside him for a longer
time, you should comply with his wishes.

Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. *Abbas (God be pleased with him)
states: “It is part of the Sunnah not to sit for long beside a patient,
nor to make noise near him”.
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Do ask the relations of the patient about his condition and express
your sympathy. Offer them all possible assistance or co-operation.
For example, fetch the doctor, or convey a message about the
condition of the patient, or fetch medicines etc. or if required,
extend financial help also.

Hadrat Ibrahim b.Abi Habla (God be merciful to him)
‘relates: “Once my wife fell it. In those days 1 used to pay frequent
visits of Hadrat Umm al-Darda (God be pleased with her).
Whenever I called on her, she used to enquire: “Say, how is your
wife?” I answered: “She is still indisposed”. Thereafter, she used
to send for food. 1 sat down and dined at her home and then came
back. One day, when I called on her and she enquired about my
wife’s health. I replied: “By the grace and favour of God, she has
nearly recovered from her illness. Hadrat Umm al-Darda (God be
pleased with her) thereupon observed: “When you used to say that
your wife was unwell I used to arrange a meal for you. Now that
she has gained her health, I need not arrange a meal for you”.

Do visit a non-Muslim patient to enquire after his condition.
Whenever you get an opportunity invite his attention towards Isiam
in a discreet manner as illness makes a man more inclined towards
God and he gets more receptive to the truth.

Hadrat Anas (God be pleased with him) reports: “A Jewish
boy used to attend on the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him). Once he fell ill. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) visited him to enguire after his
health. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) sat at the head of the boy and conveyed to him the message
of Islam. The boy looked to his father, who was standing nearby,
as if to seek his opinion. The father said to the boy: “My son,
submit to what Abul Qasim says”™. So the boy accepted Istam. The
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Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) came out
of his house saying: “Thanks God Who saved the boy from Hell-
Fire”. : (Bukhari)

When you visit the house of a patient to enquire after his health,
avoid looking about in the house. Sit in a manner that the inmates
of the house, particularly the women are not within your sight.

Once Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. Mas‘ud (God be pleased with
him) went to the house of an ailing person to enquire after his
heatth. He was accompanied by some others also. One of his
companions started gazing a lady of the house. When Hadrat
‘Abdullah (God be pléased with him) perceived it, he observed to
his companion: “It would have been better for you to gouge out
your eyes”.

Do not go to enquire the health of those who openly indulge in
sinful acts and flout the Commands of God unashamedly and
obstinately. '

-Hadrat ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amr (God be pleased with him)
observes: “When the drunkards fall il!, do not go to enquire after
their health”.

When you go to enquire after the health of a patient, request him
to pray for you also. It is recorded in Ibn Majah: “When you visit
a patient to enquire after his health, request him to pray for you.
The prayer of a patient is as much effective as the prayer offered
by angels” {The implication is that the angels offer prayers only at
the Command of God and hence their prayers are always granted).
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ETIQUETTES OF
MEETING EACH OTHER

Whomsoever you meet, greet him with a smiling face. Express
your sentiments of felicity and take initiative in offering Salam. It
will invoke great blessings of God on you.

Use no words of greeting other than those enjoined by the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) i.e.,
‘Assalamo-‘Alaikum’. Shake hands if possible and enquire after his
health as well as the welfare of his family. The greetings
‘Assalamo-*Alaikum’ taught by the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) are comprehensive in their
connotations and cover all the blessings of this material life as well
as our spiritual life and religion. These words signify complete
peace and salvation. While shaking hands with somebody, keep it
in your mind that the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) never withdrew his hand first, but waited for the
other one to release his hand.

Put on a clean dress when you go to call on someone; do not go
out in dirty dress not wear expensive garments while going to visit
someone in order to impress him with your costly dress.

When you intend to visit someone, make an appointment with him
first. Never visit anybody at inconvenient hours. Such a visit is not
only an interference in other engagements but also degrades you
in their eyes.

When someone calls on you, greet him with an affectionate smile.
Offer him a seat in a respectful manner and entertain him
according to the occasion.
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When you call on someone, confine yourself to talking about
useful matters. Do not waste time in useless conversation,
otherwise the people will dislike and avoid you.

When you call at somebody’s house, stand outside the gate and ask
for permission to enter. When permitted to enter say ‘Assalamo-
‘Alaikum’ and enter the house. If you get no response after
pronouncing ‘Assalamo-"Alaikum’ three times, don’t mind it and
return cheerfully. '

While visiting somebody, do not forget to carry some suitable gifts
with you. Exchange of gifts deepens feeling of mutual love and
affection.

If a needy person calls on you, try to fuifil his need to the extent
of your means. If he requests you to recommend his case to
someone, do 1t. However, if you cannot comply with his request,
you should decline in a polite manner. Do not keep him in hopeful
illusions.

If vou call on someone to seek his assistance in need, tell him your
requirement in a courteous manner. If he fulfils your need, thank
him. But if he declines, never mind, say ‘Salam’ to him and return
cheerfully.

Do not always expect others to call on you. You should also pay
visits to others off and on. It is the most pleasant thing to develop
social relations and to serve others in need. Keep it in your mind
that brothers in faith always develop relations for good ends.

[f you notice a little straw or any other thing clinging to the face,
beard or clothes of the person whom you happen to meet, remove
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it with your own hands. If the other person does the same for you,
thank him and pray for him-
o S ol e
Massahallaiue anka ma takrah.
“May God remove all such things from you as are
displeasing to you”.

When you visit someone at night, be mindful of his comfort. Do
not sit with him for long. If you come to know that he has gone to
bed return cheerfully without feeling resentment.

When a group of people call on someone, the man who is talking
should represent all his companions. Never try to press your
importance or give prominence to your own self ignoring the
presence of your other companions.



ETIQUETTES OF BUSINESS

Conduct your business diligently and with interest. Earn your
living by the sweat of your own brow and do not live as a parasite
on others. On one occasion, a man from the tribe of Ansar came
to the Holy Prophet (peace and bilessings of Allah be upon him)
and begged for assistance. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) enquired: “Do you have anything at home?”
The Companion (God be pleased with him) submitted “O Holy
Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! We
have two things only — a canvas which we use as bedding as well
as a covering sheet and a bowl for drinking water”. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) commanded:
“Bring those two things to me”.

The Companion (God be pleased with him) at once brought
both the things to him. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) auctioned them for two dirhams and handing
over the money to the Companion, observed: “Go, buy some food
for one dirham and leave it with your family, and buy an axe for
the other dirham”.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) fixed a handle to the axe with his own auspicious hands and
observed to the Companion (God be pleased with him) : “Go to
the jungle daily, cut some wood and sell it in the bazar. Come
back after fifteen days and report your condition to me”. At the
end of a fortnight when the Companion (God be pleased with him)
returned, he had accumulated a sum of ten dithams. The Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was overjoyed
and observed: “The hard-earned income is better for thee than



31

begging from others which might leave a stigma of begging on thy
face on the Day of Judgement”.

Carry on your business in right earnest and earn as much as you
can so that you may be free from dependence on others. Once the
people submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Aliah
be upon him) : “O Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) ! Which is the best form of earning?” The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
observed: “Earning with your hands and income from the business
which is free from dishonesty and fraud”. Hadrat Abu Qalaba
(God be merciful to him) to observe: “Conduct your business in
right earnest in the bazar. This is the way to remain attached to
religion and free from all dependence upon others”.

Promote your business by truthful means. Strictly avoid swearing
falsely in the name of God. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) affirmed: “On the Day of Judgement God
shall neither address, nor lock at, nor admit that man to Paradise
after purging him of sins who endeavours to expand his business
by swearing falsely in the name of God™ (Muslim). Moreover, the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon hium)
observed: “Avoid swearing falsely in order to sell your goods.
Apparently it looks like promoting your business but in fact it lets
your business down and damages the goodwill of your
business”. (Mustim)

Be honest and trustworthy in business dealings. Do not turn your
lawful earnings into unlawful income by supplying defective goods
or by indulging in profiteering. The Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed: “A truthful and
honest trader will be a companion of the prophets, the righteous
and the martyrs on the Day of Judgement”. (Tirmidhi)
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Take your customers into confidence so that they may trust you as
their well-wisher who will never deceive them. The Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him} has observed: “He
who lived on lawful earnings, observed my Sunnah and did not
cause mischief to the people will be admitted to Paradise”. The
people submitted: “O Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him} ! There is a great number of such people at the
present time”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be

upon him) observed: “Such people will exist even after me”.
(Tirmidhi)

Be punctual. Arrive at your place of business in time and remain
there steady. The Holy Prophet of God (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) has observed: “Set out in search of livelihood
and lawful earnings early in the morning, for work in the morning
is auspicious and brings prosperity”.

Work hard and demand hard and sincere work from your
employees. Discharge your obligations towards your employees
with selflessness and generosity and in a liberal and polite manner.
Avoid scowling at them frequently or adopting an attitude of
suspicion towards them in every matter. The Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “God never blesses
a nation with piety where the weak do no get their right”.

Be polite and liberal to your customers. Never be harsh to those
who ask for Joan from you neither disappoint them, nor press them
unduly hard for return of your ioan. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) has affirmed:

“May God bless the person who observes politeness and
courtesy in business-dealings and in demanding his money
back.” . (Bukhari)
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Moreover, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) observed:

“Any person who craves for the protection of God against
the affliction and oppression of the Day of Judgement should aliow
enough time to the hard-pressed debtor or relieve him of the
burden of debt altogether”. (Miustim)

Avoid concealing the defect of the goods and making false
representations to the customer. You should openly declare the
defects or inferior quality of your goods to the customer. Once the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) passed
by a heap of grain. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) put his hand into the heap and felt that his
fingers had caught some dampness. The Prophet of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from the grain dealer,
“What is this?” The dealer submitted: “O Holy Prophet of God
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! Some rain poured
over this heap”. Thereupon the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Aliah be upon him) observed: “Why did you not put the wet
grain on top of the heap so that people may readily notice it. The
man who decetves people has nothing to do with me™.

Do not hoard foodstuffs anticipating a rise in prices. Strictly avoid
causing distress to the people by such a victous act. The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “The
hoarder is a sinner”. On another occasion, the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “How
wicked is the hoarder! When God makes goods cheap, the hoarder
is afflicted with sorrow, and when the prices go up, he rejoices”.

{Mishkat)
Give the customer full value of his money. Be honest in weights
and measures. Stick to one standard of give and take. Addressing
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ihe dealers on weights and measures, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) warned:

“You have been charged with two duties while the people
before you have perished only because they failed to fulfil these
duties:
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“Woe unto the defrauders; those when they take the
measure from others they demand it full, but if they measure unto
them or weigh for them they give less. Do such (men) not consider
that they will be raised again unto an awful Day, the day when
{(all) mankind stand before the Lord of the worlds?” (B3: 1-6)

Do compensate for lapses of business ethics and give away in cash
and kind as much as you can in the name of God without fail. The
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enjoined
upon the traders:

“O traders and businessmen! There is every chance of
exaggeration and lie in selling your commodities. Hence
compensate (your faults) by spending as much as you can (to help
the poor and needy) {Abu Dawud)

And never lose sight of that business which will secure you from
the fearful tortures in the life hereafter and pay you in terms of
eternal prosperity, peace and pleasure. The Holy Qur’an affirms:
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Ya ayyuhalladhinag amani hal adullukum “ala tijaratin tnjikam
min ‘adhabin alim. Tw'mingna billahi wa rasulihi wa rujahidina
fi sabilillahi bi-amwdlikum wa anfusikum dhalikum khairullakum
in kuntum ta‘lamin. (61 10-11)

“0 ye who believe! shall 1 show vou a Commerce that will
save you from a painful doom: ye should believe in Allah and His
Messenger and should strive for ihe cause of Allah with your
wealth and your lives. That is better for vou, if ye did but know™.



ETIQUETTES OF REPENTANCE

Never lose hope of acceptance by God of your repentance and
petition for forgiveness. Whatever the magnitude of your sins,
purify your soul by offering repentance and be hopeful of God's
mercy. Despair is the characteristic of unbelievers. It is the
distinctive trait of the believers that they repént the most and under
no circumstances do they lose hope of God’s clemency. It is
disastrous to succumb to dismay and lose hope of Allah’s Mercy
and clemency considering the magnitude of sins. The most
outstanding quality of the favourites of Allah is that they do not
stick to the wrong and guilt but admit their fault clearly and
unconditionally. They are never supposed to be above faults and
omissions, but when they commit any fault and realise the wrong
done, they do all within their means to beg forgiveness from Allah
and to purify themselves of that fault and misdeed.
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dhakarullaha fastaghfara lidhung bilim  wa man
vaghfirudhdhunaba tlalldhu wa lam yasirru ‘ald ma fo‘alit wahum
v ‘alapuin. (3 - 135)

“And those who when they do an evil thing or wrong
themselves remember Allah and implore forgiveness for their
sins—who forgiveth sins save Allah only? —and will not
knowingly repeat (the wrong) they did”
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And God affirms in another verse:
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Innalladhina-t-tagau  idha massahum  taifum  minashshaitani
tazakkari fa-idha-hum mubsirin. (7: 201)

“Lo! those who ward off (evil) when a glamour from the
evil troubleth them they do bur remember (Allah’s gnidance) and
behold them seers™.

And the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) cbhserved:

“All human beings without exception are sinful, but the
best sinners are those who repent the most”. (Tirmichi)

In the Holy Qur’an, God has mentioned it as a distinct
virtue of the believers that they offer penances before God at dawn
and repent and seek His Forgiveness and God has urged the
believers that they should rest assured that God shall cover their
sins with His Forgiveness and Clemency, for He is All-Forgiving
and the Most Affectionate towards His creatures.
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Wastaghfirt rabbakum thumma tiabg aihi inna rabbi rahimun
wadud, (11:90)
“Ask pardon of your Lord and then turn unto Him

(repenttant). Lo! my Lord is Merciful, Loving.

Always be hopeful of God’s Blessings and rest assured that
however great your sins may be, God’s Muntficence is wider and
all-encompassing. When a person who has committed a greater
volume of sins than the surf of the sea feels ashamed and offers
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sincere penance before God, He distends to his entreaties and
grants him refuge under His Mercy.
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Ya ibadi-yalladhina asrafi ‘ala anfusihim la tagnati min
rahmatillah. Innallaha yaghfirudhdhuniiba jamiva. Innahu huwal
ghafiirrahim. Wa anibu ila rabbikum wa aslimi lahu min gabli an
ya'tivakum-ul ‘adhabu thumma latunsarin. (39 : 53, 54)

O My slaves who have been prodigal to their own heart!
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah who forgiveth all sins. Lo! He
is the Forgiving the Merciful. Turn unio Him repentant; and
surrender unto Him before there come unto you the doom, when
ye cannot be helped”.

Whenever you feel shame and remorse and at whatever stage of
your life, consider this feeling and realisation a special favour of
God and be sure that the doors are always open for repentance.
God accepts repentance of His slaves as long as they are alive.
However, when they are at the threshold of death and are about to
pass over to the next world, the time for offering repentance
expires. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed:

“God accepts the repentahce of His slave, but only before
the slave has breathed his last.”

The brothers of Hadrat Yusuf (peace be upon him) pushed
him into a dark well and felt sure that he was dead. In other
words, they stood guilty of the murder of a Prophet, They soaked
Yusuf’s shirt in blood and presented it as positive evidence of
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Yusuf’s death to their father Hazrat Ya‘qub (peace be upon him).
They assured him that a wolf had devoured Hadrat Yusuf (peace
be upon him) —— Many years after the commission of this grave
offence when the sense of guilt prevailed upon them, they went to
their father remorsefully and requested him: “Dear father, pray to
God on our behalf and intercede with Him to grant us
forgiveness”. The Messenger of God Hadrat Ya‘qub (peace be
upon him) did not disappoint his sons by confronting them with the
question: ~Your offence is grave. Many years have elapsed since
you committed this heinous crime, why ask for forgiveness now”?
Instead he undertook to offer a prayer to God that He should grant
them salvation and assured them that God would certainly forgive
them, for God is the Most Forbearing and Most Compassionate.
(3miiiey) utdaie LS ULy 3 L ann AULIL |
Qali ya abanastaghfirlana dhuniibana inna kunna khati-"in.
' {12 : 97).
“They said. O our father! Ask forgiveness of our sins for
us, for Lo! we are sinful.”
(A “ ay) r:’)‘)_rw‘ﬁdt'_surgjﬂxdldydu
Qala saufa astaghfiru lakum rabbi innahu hu-walghafar-urrahim
{12 : 9§)
“He said: I shall ask forgiveness for you of my Lord. Lo!
He is the Forgiving, the Merciful.”

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: ‘There was a man in ancient” days who had
comnitted ninety-nine murders. He enquired from people: “*Who
is the greatest scholar of the time?” The people gave him the name
of a God-fearing monk. The man approached the monk and said.
“Respected Sir, 1 am guilty of ninety-nine murders. Can my
repentance and petition for forgiveness be accepted?” The monk
replied” “No, you stand no chances for forgiveness.” In utter
dismay the man killed the monk too. Now he had completed a
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century of murders. He again went round asking the people as to
who was the greatest religious scholars on the earth. The. people
gave him the name of another monk. The man approached the
mopk to offer repentance. He related his problem in detail and
enquired from him: Sir, I have committed a hundred murders. Tell
me can my repentance be accepted? Is there any scope for my
salvation?” The monk replied: “Why not? Nothing stands in the
way of acceptance of your repentance. Go to such and such
country. You will find a few venerable slaves of God engaged in
prayers and devotions to Him. Join them and devote yourself to
the worship of God and never return to your homeland, as this
place is no more virtually suitable for you (In other words, it is
impossible for you to remain firm upon your vow of repentance
and to strive to reform yourself while living in this place.)” The
man set out according to the directions of the monk. He had hardly
covered half the distance when death overtook him. Now the
angels of grace and the angels of torment fell into a dispute. The
angels of grace argued, “This man repented of his sins and went
a long way to offer submission to God” The angels of torment
countered: “No, he has not yet performed a single act of
virtue——thus the argumentation between the angels went on. In
the meantime an angel appeared in the shape of a human being.
The angels requested him to settle their dispute. He gave his
verdict: “Measure the distance on both sides and determine which
side is nearer; the place from where he set out or the place where
was he going”. When the angels measured the distance on both the
sides, it came out that the destination was nearer as compared to
the distance he had so far covered. Thus Allah had in fact forgiven
him. (Bukhari, Musfim)

Confess your sins only before God; beseech Him only for
forgiveness; express your sense of humility, helplessness and guilt
only before Him. Humility and prostration is a tribute which man
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should pay only to God. The unfortunate one, who pays this
tribute of humility and prostration to other human beings who are
as helpless and humble before God as he himself, becomes
insolvent and is left with nothing to pay as tribute to God. Such a
man is condemned to disgrace and ignominy. He goes to
everybody in search of honour and respect but he gets none.

God affirms:
ot J AL ol Sy el i s )yl S
(A ) e dps palpdmy ey
Wa rabbukal ghafitru dhurrahmal law yuakfidhu-hum bima kasabu
la‘ajjala lahumul adhaba bal-lahwm mo ‘idun lan yajidu min dunihi
meau ‘ild. (18:58)
“Thy Lord is the Forgiver, Full of Mercy. If He took them
to task now for what they earn, He would hasten on the doom for
them; but there is an appointed term from which they will find no
escape.” '

The Quran’ affirmsz
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Wa-huwalladhi vagbaluttabata “an ibadihi waya 'fit anissayyi-ati wa
way ‘alamu ma taf aliin. (42:25)

“And He it is Who accepts the repentance from His
bondmen, and pardoneth the evil deeds and knoweth what ye do.”

In fact, one must himself be convinced that there is only
one way to salvation and whoever is denied that approach, is
condemned to ignominy and destitution for ever. The befitting
attitude of mind in a believer is that whatever the degree of his
offence he should only offer penitence to God and shed tears of
shame only before Him. There is none except Allah Who only has
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the authority to grant pardon. So much so that even if someone
tries 1o propitiate the Prophet excluding Allah. He will be deprived
of favour before Allah and will be discarded outright, The Prophet
of Allah is also a slave of God soliciting His favour and mercy.
The Prophet has been appointed io the exalied office by virtue of
his surpassing humility among the creatures of God and he makes
greater penances of God in comparison with others.

- The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed: :

“O people! Seek forgiveness of God for your sins and
return to Him. Look at me. I offer prayers to God for salvation
hundreds of times in a day.” {(Muslim)

Concerning the hypocrites. God affirms:
(il e b N A LG e 1yo 5 06 e T (SOl
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Yahlifana lakum [itardau ‘anfum fa-in tardau ‘anhum fainnallaha
la yarda ‘anil gaumil fasigin. (9. 96)

“They swear unto you, that ye may accept them, Though
ve accept them. Allah verily accepteth not wrong doing folk.”

The terrible episode of Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik (God be
pleased with him) as related in the Holy Qur’an gives us a lesson
that man should suffer hardships and endure all trials, but he
should never think of abandoning submission to God. The trials
that come in the way of Islam and the maximum pain and suffering
he has to bear in the way of Allah are means to purify and
illumine the life of man and to elevate his rank. This humiliation
is the sure means of securing eternal prestige and he who abandons
submission to Allah and seeks dignity elsewhere shall find it
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nowhere. Such a man will meet with disgrace everywhere and no
eve on earth or in the sky shall regard him with respect.
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Wa alaththaldthatil-ladhina khullifi hatta idha ddgar “alaihimul
ardu bima rahubar wa dagat “alaihim anfusuhum wa zannu an la
malja’ minallahi ilia ilaih. Thumma aba’ alaihim livatibu
Innallaha huwattawwab-urrahim. {9: 118)

“And to the three also (did he turn in mercy} who were left
behind, when the earth, vast as it is was straitened for them and
their own souls were straitened for them till they bethought them
that there is no refuge from Allah save towards Him. Then turned
He unto them in mercy that they (too) might turn (repentant unto
Him). Lo! Allah! He is the Relenting, the Merciful”,

The three referred to above are Hadrat Ka‘ab b. Malik,
Hadrat Murarah ibn Rabi‘* and Hadrat Hilal b. Ummaya (God be
pleased with them). The example of their penitence serves as a
beacon light for the believers as long as the world exists. Hadrat
Ka‘ab b. Malik (God be pleased with him) who had lost his
eyesight in old age and used to walk with the help of his son, had
himself related the instructive episode of his exemplary penitence
to his son which has been preserved in the Books of Tradition:

‘When the preparations were being made for the battle of
Tabuk and the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) used to call upon the people to join the war
I regularly attended all his meetings. Whenever I heard him
speak, I made a resolve that I would join the war.
However, on returning home I relapsed into laziness. |
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thought there was plenty of time yet and I had all the
provisions of the journey. Moreover, I was in good health
and could afford the best mount. There was nothing that
could delay me in joining the battle. In this mood, I
continued to postpone my departure until all holy worriers
had reached the field of battle and I lingered on in Medinah
entrapped in indecision and lethargy.

‘Soon the reports began to pour in that the Holy Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) was returning
and one day I heard that he had arrived in Medinah and
was staying as usual in the mosque. So I went to the
mosque. On arrival I found that the hypocrites were trying
to convince the Holy Prophet {peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) of the genuineness of their excuses on oaths.
The Holy'Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) heard their insincere speeches and indicated his
acceptance of their lame excuses by observing ‘May God
forgive you’.

‘When my turn came, the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired: ‘Say, what
prevented you from coming?’ I saw that his smile had a
trace of annoyance, so I spoke the truth. “O Messenger of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon' you} ! As it
happened I had no excuse. I was healihy and prosperous
and possessed the mount. It was my lethargy and
negligence which deprived me of this privilege”.

‘On hearing me speak the truth, the Holy Prophet (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: “Well, then,
go and wait the verdict from Allah”. T got up and went
among the people of my tribe. The people of my tribe
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railed at me and said: “Why did you not offer some
plausible excuse. You have always been in the forefront in
the service of Islam”. However, when I found that two
other friends of mine had also told the truth, 1 felt at ease
and determined to hoid firmly to the truth.

‘Afterwards, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) issued a general proclamation that no
one should speak to us. As soon as this proclamation was
issued forth, the attitudes in Medinah suddenly changed for
me. I became a helpless stranger among my own kith and
kin. No one in the society exchanged greetings or entered
into a conversation with me. One day, I felt extremely
depressed and went to a childhood friend and cousin Abu
Qatada (God be pleased with him) I offered him salam, but
he did not reciprocate. I, then, said: “Abu Qatada! I ask
you in the name of God, tell me, am I wanting in love for
God and His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allab be
upon him}” Qatada (God be pleased with him) remained
silent. 1 repeated my question, but he made no answer.
When I asked him in the name of God for the third time.
he said: “God and His Messenger (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) know better”. My heart overflowed
with a surge of emotion and I burst into tears and returned
home with the burden of my grief enhanced. It was during
those days that a Syrian trader in the bazar delivered to me
a letter from the monarch of Ghassan’. The Christian
monarch had written: “It has come to our knowledge that
your chief is subjecting you to extreme repression. You are
not a lowly person. We know the worth of a man like you.
Come to us. We shall treat you as befits your status and
rank”. As soon as I read the letter, my tongue utfered:
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“Here, is another calamity that has befallen me”. And I
threw the letter into the hearth.

‘Forty days had passed in this state when a courier of the
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
delivered his command that I should separate {from my wife
also. I enquired: “Shall I divorce her”? The answer came:
“No, just live separately from her”. I despatched my wife
to the home of her parents and told her: “Now, wait for
the verdict from God”.

‘On the fiftieth day after dawn prayers, I was sitting on the
roof of my house highly dejected, stricken with extreme
grief and considering life as no longer bearable, when
suddenly someone shouted to me: *Ka‘ab! Congratulations’.
On hearing this, I understood that the hour of my
deliverance had come and fell in prostration to my God.
Later people rushed towards me. They came in crowds and
congratulated me. I rose and went straight to the presence
of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him). I saw his august face glowing with happiness. When
I moved forward and greeted him, the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed: ‘Kaab!
Congratulations! This is the happiest day of your life”. I
submitted: “Prophet of God (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon you), is this clemency a favour from you or from
God?” The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) observed: “This is a favour from God” and then
recited the verses of Surah Taubah (9).

Do not delay in offering repentance. Nobody knows when his life
will end, and the next moment will bring death to him or his life
shall continue. Always remember your fast approaching end and
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coniinue to cleanse the impurity of sins from your heart and soul
and mind and speech.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed:

“God extends His mercy during the night so that the person
who committed a sin during the day should return to Him in the
night. God extends His mercy during the day so that the person
who has committed a sin during the night may return to his Lord
in the day time and seek His forgiveness until the sun rises from
the east”. {Muslim)

The expression ‘God extends His mercy, means that God
beckons His sinful slaves towards Himself and desires to cover
their sins with His blessings. If the person has committed a sin
under the pressure of a temporary impulse, he should immediately
turn towards his Kind and All-Forgiving God and should lose no
time, for sin begets sin. The Satan constantly lies in ambush for
the human being and never misses an opportunity to lead man
astray. '

Offer repentance with such true and deep sincerity of heart that the
entire course of your life is altered and after repentance you may
appear an entirely different man.
God decrees:
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Ya avvuhalladhina amang abi ilallahi raubatan nasihd asa
rabbukum an yukaffira ‘ankum sayvidatikum wayudkhilakum
Jjanndtin tajri min tahtithal anhdru yauma Ia yukhzillahun nabiyya
walladhin amani ma’ ahi. _ (66:8)
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“O ye who believe! Turn unto Allah in sincere repentance!
It may be that your Lord will remit from you your evil deeds and
bring you into Gardens underneath which rivers flow on the day
when Allah will not abase the Prophet and those who believe with
him.

In other words, offer such sincere and true repentance that
not a trace of any temptation to return to the sin remains in your
heart or mind. Such a repentance has three or four ingredients. If
the sin relates to a transgression of God’s right, repentance should
have three elements: -

(H Man should be sincerely ashamed of his sins.
(2) Man should firmly resoive to avoid sin in future.

3 And man should put his heart and soul in the task
of reforming and embellishing his life.

I a man has committed a sin which involves the violation
of human right, repentance should consist of a fourth element also:

(4) Man should restore the right of another human
being or seek forgiveness of the person whose right
he has violated.

This is the repentance which really cleanses the man of all
his sins. His soul is cleared of sin and adorned with pious deeds,
is presented before Allah and is awarded a dwelling place in His
Paradise.

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) observed:
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“When man commits a sin, his heart is stained with a dark
spot. Now if he—

- renounces the sin;

- is ashamed of his sin and secks salvation;

- and turns to God with a firm determination to avoid
sin in future;

God illumines his heart. But if he again commits sin, the dark spot

is enlarged until it covers the whole of his heart. This is the rust -

about which God affirms in His Book:
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“Nay, but that which they have earned is rust upon their
hearts.”. (83 : 14)

Take a firm resolve to remain true to your repentance and be
vigilant day and night that the commitments you have made before
God are duly fulfilled. Test the firmness of your resolve by
constant efforts to purify and reform yourself. If, despite all your
efforts to guard against evil, you slip and commit an offence, do
not lose hope even then. On the contrary seek refuge in the Mercy
of God and offer fervent prayers to him: ‘O Creator! I am weak
and infirm. Do not banish me in disgrace from Your threshold.
For, I can seek asylum nowhere except in Your Mercy™.

Repentance of a wrong-doer invites the pleasure of God.
Taubah (Repentance) literally means ‘return, to turn to’. When
thoughts and emotions go astray and one gets entrapped in the
quicksand of sin, his connexion with God is severed and he is so
far removed from God as if he is lost to God. And when such a
man returns and turns to God in utter shame for his sins, it is as
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if a lost slave has come back to his master. This situation has been
graphically described by the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) in the following eloquent allegory:

“If one of you loses his camel in a waterless desert with all
his provisions of food and water laden on the lost camel —— and
having vainly searched for the camel in all directions of the desert
he despairs of his life and lies down under a tree awaiting death
and in this state he suddenly beholds his camgl laden with all the
provisions standing by his side, imagine then his happiness!
——the happiness of your Lord and Creator far surpasses the
happiness of this man when His lost slave returns and having gone
astray resumes allegiance to Him”. {Tirmidhi)

On another occasion, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) elucidated the same fact by means of
another impressive allegory :

Some prisoners of war were brought before the Holy
Prophet. The group included a woman who had lost her infant.
The maternal instinct so overpowered the woman that she found no
peace or rest unless she picked up and breastfed any baby she
found near her. On seeing the woman in such state the Holy
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) enquired from
the Companions (God be pleased with them) : Can you imagine
that this woman will fling her baby into fire with her own hands?”
The Companions submitted : “O Messenger of God (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) ! Leaving apart the matter of
throwing the child herself, she would stake her life to save the
child if it were falling by itself”. The Prophet (peace and biessings
of Allah be upon him) thereupon observed :
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“God is by far even more Compassionate and Kind to His
slaves than this woman is considerate towards her child”.

Offer repentance to and seek forgiveness of the Lord continuously.
There are countless offences which a man commits from morning
till evening; sometimes man is not even conscious of these
transgressions. Do not imagine that repentance is called for only
when a capital sin has been committed; man needs to repent and
pray for his salvation at all times, because he is liable to make a
slip at every step. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) himself used to repent and pray for his salvation
seventy or even hundred times in a day. (Bukhari, Muslim)

Do not look down upon a sinner who repents and reforms his life.
Hadrat ‘Imran b. al-Hassan (God be pleased with him) has
reported an incident of the time of the Holy Prophet {peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) : “A woman of the tribe of
Juhainah presented herself before the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him). She had become pregnant as a
result of an unlawful relation. She submitted: “O Messenger of
God (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)! I deserve
punishment for adultery. Enforce the Shariah in my case and
punish me”. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) sent for the guardian of this woman and observed him:
“Treat this woman well and when she has delivered the child,
bring her to me”. When the woman returned after delivery of her
child, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) commanded that her garments should be tied fast around her
body (so that the garments may not slip off during stoning and her
physical veil may not be torn off) and when this had been done,
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
ordered that she should be stoned to death. The order was carried
out. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
later offered funmeral prayers for her. Hadrat ‘Umar (God be
pleased with him) submitted to the Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him): “O Messenger of Allah (peace
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and blessings of Allah be upon him)! This woman committed the
offence of adultery and you are saying funeral prayers for her”.
The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him)
thereupon observed: “She repented and offered repentance of such
magnitude that if it were portioned among seventy men of
Medinah, it would secure their salvation. Did you see any one
better than the one who presented the gift of life to God™?

Say the ‘finest prayer’ to God. The Holy Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) observed o Hadrat Shaddad ibn
Aus (God be pleased with him) ‘This is the Savyyed-ul-
Istaghfar’ (‘the finest prayer’).
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Allahumma anta rabbi [d ildha ilia anta Khalagiani wa and
‘abduka wa and ald ‘ahdika wa wa'adika mastata’tu aiidhu bika
min sharri md sana‘tu abti’u laka bini ‘matika ‘alayva wa abia’u -
bidhandbi faghfirll fainnahi la vaghfirudh-dhuniba illa anta.
(Bukhari, Tirmidhi)
“God! Thou art my Creator! There is no deity except Thee.
Thou created me and I am Thy slave. T shall remain faithful to the
pledge of devotion which I have given to Thee to the best of my
capability. T seek asylum with Thee against the fearful
consequences of my sins. T acknowledge all the blessings Thou
hast conferred on me and I confess that I am a sinner —-Hence,
O My Creator. Forgive my sins. Who else except Thee will
forgive my sins?”

Note: The above material has been faken from Muhammad
Yusuf fslahi’ Etiquettes of Life in Islam, Lahore, Islamic
Publications, 1955.



