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Synopsis of Ameer Mustapha’s Khutbah 

True Imān (faith) is not mere lip service, nor is it a passive 
feeling in the heart. Faith, at its highest level, is conviction—
a yaqin that penetrates the soul, gives life to the heart, and 
directs every aspect of our existence toward Allah (SWT).  

It is the faith of Ibrāhīm (ʿalayhi al-salām, AS) who, when 
his Lord said to him, “Submit,” responded, “I have submitted 
myself to the Lord of the Worlds.” [al-Baqarah, 2:131] 

This is the level of taslīm—total submission. And from that 
submission grows taʿah (obedience), not out of fear alone, 
but out of mahabbah—love for the One who created us,     
sustains us, and guides us. “Say (O Prophet), ‘Indeed, my 
prayer, my sacrifice, my life and my death are all for Allah, the 
Lord of the worlds’” [al-Anʿām, 6:162]. 

But such submission is not passive. True faith compels    
action. It transforms the self and reshapes society. The 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was the most complete         
example of this living faith. His heart was fully surrendered 
to Allah (SWT), and so his mission became to carry the    
divine message to the whole of humanity. 

Faith as Prophetic Action — Dawah and Social Justice 

Allah (SWT) says in the Qur’an: “O mankind, worship (and 
obey) your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you 
may be saved”. [al-Baqarah, 2:21] 

This is a call to all of humanity. The Prophet (SAW) was not 
sent for a tribe or a region, but for the entire world. “And 
We have not sent you except as a mercy to all the worlds.” [al-
Anbiyāʾ, 21:107] 

He conveyed this message with patience, wisdom, and love. 
Allah (SWT) instructed him: “Call to the way of your Lord 
with wisdom and beautiful preaching, and argue with them in 
ways that are best.” [al-Naḥl, 16:125] 

This is faith in action—to rise with the Qur’an in our hearts 
and carry its light into every dark corner of our society. It 
means to be a voice of mercy, truth, and justice in a world of 
oppression, deception, and despair. 

But the Prophet (SAW) did not stop at personal morality or 

private piety. His mission was to build a just society     
based on divine guidance—a society free from exploitation, 
oppression, racism, arrogance, and tyranny. 

The early Muslims understood that their faith was not   
complete without struggling for truth in the public sphere. 
They were called not only to believe, but to make Allah 
(SWT) Great and Supreme. The Prophet (SAW) was         
addressed: “O you wrapped up in thy cloak, arise and warn and 
make your Lord supreme.” [al-Mūddaththir, 74:1-3] “Indeed, 
Allah commands you to uphold justice and excellence…” [al-
Naḥl, 16:90] 

The Muslim ummah was chosen by Allah (SWT) as the    
last ummah tasked with, aside from personal piety and 
worship, ordaining what is good (amr bil mā’ruf ) and       
forbidding the wrong (nahi ‘ān al- Munkar). “You are the best 
community ever raised for humanity—you ordain good, forbid 
evil, and believe in Allah.” [Aal ‘Imran, 3:110] 

This is the duty upon our shoulders. It is to translate our 
submission into service, our love into labor, and our convic-
tion into collective action. 

Our faith is not complete without striving for the better-
ment of humanity. In this time of global suffering—war, 
injustice, poverty, and corruption—we are called to rise as 
the Prophet (SAW) rose, with conviction, with compassion, 
and with courage. 

Let us begin with ourselves, purify our hearts, strengthen 
our obedience, and deepen our submission. Then let us   
carry this light outward—to our families, our neighbors, 
our societies—conveying the message of Islam with        
wisdom and mercy, and struggling to establish a world 
rooted in justice, dignity, and the guidance of Allah (SWT). 

There are those who say we believe but don’t act on their 
faith, faith without action is a lip service. It is, according to 
the Qur’an, nifaq, hypocrisy.  “O you who believe! Why do you 
say what you do not do? Most hateful it is to Allah that you say 
what you do not do.” [al-Ṣaff, 61:2–3] 

On the other hand, those who believe and put their faith 

Continued on page 6 
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Zaynab bint Jahsh (RAA) was one of the noble wives of 
the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and is honored among the 
Ummah as one of the Mothers of the Believers. Born into a 
noble family of Quraysh, she was both a cousin of the 
Prophet and one of the early converts to Islam. Zaynab’s 
mother was Umaymah bint ʿAbd al-Muṭṭalib, the Prophet’s 
paternal aunt. She was known for her piety, dignity, and 
generosity, and her life story carries deep spiritual and    
social lessons.  

Zainab was initially married to Zayd ibn Ḥārithah (RAA), 
the Prophet’s freed slave and adopted son. This marriage, 
encouraged by the Prophet (SAW) was part of Islam’s 
broader mission to break the tribal and social hierarchies of 
the time.  However, their marriage ended in divorce due to 
personal incompatibility. 

Initially, she was married to Zayd ibn Ḥārithah (RA), the 
Prophet’s freed slave and adopted son. Soon after, Allah 
commanded the Prophet (SAW) to marry Zaynab, a union 
that was divinely sanctioned and mentioned explicitly in 
the Qur’an: 

“Then when Zayd had no longer any need for her, 
We married her to you so that there should not be 
any difficulty for the believers in marrying the 
wives of their adopted sons…”  [Al-Aḥzāb, 33:37] 

This marriage served to abolish the pre-Islamic practice of 

treating adopted sons as biological sons in matters of       
lineage and inheritance, marking a major social and legal 
reform in early Islam. 

This marriage was not only a test of obedience for both 
Zaynab and the Prophet (SAW), but also an act of social 
reform sanctioned by divine wisdom. 

Zaynab was known for her humility, devotion, and constant 
remembrance of Allah. She fasted often and prayed during 
the night. She was particularly distinguished for her gener-
osity toward the poor—often giving away whatever she 
had. ʿĀ’ishah (RA) once said that among the Prophet’s 
wives, Zaynab was the most charitable and the one who 
feared Allah the most. 

When the Prophet (SAW) passed away, Zaynab (RAA) 
lived with humility and dignity until her own death during 
the caliphate of ʿUmar ibn al-Khaṭṭāb (RAA). She was the 
first of the Prophet’s wives to die after him and left a legacy 
of righteousness, courage, and unwavering submission to 
divine command. True to her humility, she left little behind, 
having spent her life giving to others. 

Zaynab bint Jahsh (RAA) stands as a model of faith, charity, 
and the strength to stand firm for the principles of Islam 
even when they defied societal expectations.  

       Lily 

Sisters Corner 

Kids Corner 

Continued on page 6 
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For all your 
Islamic needs 

Visit IONA’s 
Bookstore 

New Hours 

Thursday & Friday  

6:00 PM - 10:00 PM 

Sundays  

2:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Saturday by  

appointment 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Wednesday, July 23, 2025 

IONA Calls for Immediate Humanitarian Intervention in Gaza: “Silence is No Longer an    
Option” 

[Warren, Michigan] — The Islamic Organization of North America (IONA) issues an urgent appeal 
to the international community, civil society, faith leaders, and people of conscience everywhere to 
break the silence and take immediate action in response to the unprecedented humanitarian catas-
trophe unfolding in Gaza. 

The people of Gaza are enduring unspeakable suffering under a relentless and unlawful blockade 
that has led to the total collapse of essential services. The United Nations has now classified the 
situation as the final stage of famine. Starvation, disease, and indiscriminate violence have become 
daily realities. Infants, women, and the elderly are perishing not due to natural causes, but because 
of man-made inaction and imposed deprivation. 

The recent strike on the Holy Family Catholic Church (July 17, 2025) is one among many attacks on 
houses of worship, hospitals, and refugee shelters. These attacks represent a blatant violation of 
international law and moral norms. The targeting of sacred spaces and unarmed civilians exempli-
fies the unchecked impunity that has characterized this ongoing assault. 

IONA condemns these actions in the strongest possible terms. We call for: 

An immediate and unconditional ceasefire. 
The immediate entry of humanitarian aid and medical supplies. 
The restoration of water, electricity, and health services. 
International accountability for violations of humanitarian law. 

This is not merely a political crisis—it is a moral emergency. The magnitude of Gaza’s suffering 
transcends borders, ideologies, and affiliations. It is a test of our shared humanity.  

“What is happening in Gaza is not just a tragedy—it is a moral collapse of the global conscience.” 
Imam Steve Mustapha Elturk, President of IONA said. “As people of faith, we are commanded to 
stand with the oppressed, not just with our prayers but with our voices and our actions. Silence is 
complicity. We must demand an end to this suffering—now,” He added. 

We appeal to faith communities across traditions to raise their voices, to pray not only with words 
but with action. To all governments and institutions with influence: history will remember what 
you did—or failed to do—in this moment. 

The children of Gaza do not need your sympathy. They need your solidarity.  

Break the silence. Demand justice. Deliver aid. Now. 

END  

News Release 

An Urgent Appeal to Our Beloved Community 
Dear IONA Community, 

Alhamdulillah, with the grace of Allah (SWT) and your generous support, our Expansion Project is moving forward. 

We now kindly ask for your renewed support in one of the following ways: 

1.  If you made a pledge but haven't fulfilled it yet, please do so as soon as you can. 
2.  If you've already fulfilled your pledge and are able to give again, please consider donating. This is a Sadaqah Jāriyah — a  
continuous charity with ongoing reward. 
3.  If this would be your first time donating, we warmly invite you to join this noble cause. 
4.  You may also use your zakat toward this project — it is zakatable. 

The Prophet (صلى الله عليه وسلم) said: “Whoever builds a mosque for Allah, Allah will build for him a house in Paradise.” [Sahih al-Bukhari & 
Sahih Muslim] 

Our goal is to complete the new 10,000 sq. ft. addition — including the lower level and two upper floors — by November. This 
will give our growing community more space for worship, especially a dedicated area for our sisters, and create a safe, welcom-
ing place to grow in faith together. 

Every donation counts. By giving, you help build a lasting legacy of faith, unity, and service for generations to come.  

  Please donate today: ionamasjid.org/donate 

May Allah accept from you, bless your family, and grant you the highest reward in this life and the next. Ameen. 

http://ionamasjid.org/donate


6 

 

into action, it is they who are on the right path, the path of righteousness, and the path that leads to the pleasure of Allah 
(SWT). “Indeed, those who say, ‘Our Lord is Allah,’ and then remain steadfast — the angels descend upon them, [saying], ‘Do not fear 
and do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, which you were promised.’” [Fuṣṣilat, 41:30] 

Here we see a direct link between, belief “Our Lord is Allah” and action “then remained steadfast.” The ayah begins with 
the believer’s affirmation of faith (qālū rabbunā Allāh) and their steadfast action (thumma istaqāmū). 

What is istiqāmah? Istiqāmah means living out one’s faith consistently — obeying Allah, upholding truth, and standing 
firm in justice. It is (steadfastness) which includes living with integrity, fulfilling obligations, enduring hardship, and acting 
with justice. Istiqāmah offers hope, motivation, and a clear connection between conviction and reward. Their reward begins 
in this life. They receive peace of heart, removal of fear and grief, and the companionship of angels. 

The descent of angels is a sign of divine approval, comfort, and recognition of the believer’s consistency and commitment. 
It is a divine honor. It is a heavenly response to earthly faith and action. 

The descent of angels shows that Allah’s support comes not just after death, but also during the struggle to live righteously. 
This descent is described in the Qur’an at key moments — during death, in battle, during revelation — always as a sign 
that the believer is not alone. 

The ultimate fruit of faith in action is entry into Paradise, where divine approval becomes eternal. The angels tell the        
believers, “Receive good tidings of Paradise which you were promised.” The believer’s internal faith, manifested outwardly in 
righteous action, is now confirmed by divine grace in the Hereafter. 

May Allah (SWT) make us of those who believe, speak the truth, act upon it, and never tire in the path of justice. Ameen. 

END 

https://www.sahlah.net/blog/islamic-moral-stories-for-kids-teach-values-of-kindness-honesty-justice-forgiveness-and-more 
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AUGUST 2025 

* S = Shafi’i, H = Hanafi | Athan is 10 minutes before Iqamah except for Maghrib  
First Friday sermon starts at 12:10 PM and second sermon is at 1:20 PM 

Date  Fajr Iqamah Sunrise Zuhr Iqamah Asr (S)* Asr (H)* Iqamah Maghrib Iqamah Isha Iqamah 

Fri 1 4:42 5:45 6:24 1:44 2:00 5:36 6:43 6:50 8:56 9:01 10:02 10:15 

Sat 2 4:43 5:45 6:25 1:44 2:00 5:36 6:42 6:50 8:54 8:59 10:01 10:15 

Sun 3 4:45 5:45 6:26 1:43 2:00 5:35 6:41 6:50 8:53 8:58 9:59 10:15 

Mon 4 4:46 5:45 6:27 1:43 2:00 5:35 6:41 6:50 8:52 8:57 9:58 10:15 

Tue 5 4:47 5:45 6:28 1:43 2:00 5:34 6:40 6:50 8:51 8:56 9:56 10:15 

Wed 6 4:49 5:45 6:29 1:43 2:00 5:34 6:39 6:50 8:49 8:54 9:54 10:15 

Thu 7 4:50 5:45 6:30 1:43 2:00 5:33 6:38 6:50 8:48 8:53 9:53 10:15 

Fri 8 4:51 5:45 6:31 1:43 2:00 5:33 6:37 6:50 8:47 8:52 9:52 10:15 

Sat 9 4:53 5:45 6:33 1:43 2:00 5:32 6:36 6:50 8:45 8:50 9:51 10:15 

Sun 10 4:54 5:45 6:34 1:43 2:00 5:32 6:36 6:50 8:44 8:49 9:49 10:15 

Mon 11 4:55 5:45 6:35 1:42 2:00 5:31 6:35 6:50 8:43 8:48 9:48 10:15 

Tue 12 4:56 5:45 6:36 1:42 2:00 5:30 6:34 6:50 8:41 8:46 9:47 10:15 

Wed 13 4:58 5:45 6:37 1:42 2:00 5:30 6:33 6:50 8:40 8:45 9:46 10:15 

Thu 14 4:59 5:45 6:38 1:42 2:00 5:29 6:32 6:50 8:38 8:43 9:44 10:00 

Fri 15 5:00 5:45 6:39 1:42 2:00 5:28 6:31 6:50 8:37 8:42 9:43 10:00 

Sat 16 5:02 6:00 6:40 1:41 2:00 5:27 6:30 6:40 8:35 8:40 9:42 10:00 

Sun 17 5:03 6:00 6:41 1:41 2:00 5:27 6:29 6:40 8:34 8:39 9:40 10:00 

Mon 18 5:04 6:00 6:42 1:41 2:00 5:26 6:27 6:40 8:32 8:37 9:39 10:00 

Tue 19 5:06 6:00 6:43 1:41 2:00 5:25 6:26 6:40 8:31 8:36 9:38 10:00 

Wed 20 5:07 6:00 6:44 1:41 2:00 5:24 6:25 6:40 8:29 8:34 9:36 10:00 

Thu 21 5:08 6:00 6:45 1:40 2:00 5:24 6:24 6:40 8:28 8:33 9:35 10:00 

Fri 22 5:09 6:00 6:47 1:40 2:00 5:23 6:23 6:40 8:26 8:31 9:34 10:00 

Sat 23 5:11 6:00 6:48 1:40 2:00 5:22 6:22 6:40 8:24 8:29 9:32 10:00 

Sun 24 5:12 6:00 6:49 1:40 2:00 5:21 6:21 6:30 8:23 8:28 9:31 10:00 

Mon 25 5:13 6:00 6:50 1:39 2:00 5:20 6:19 6:30 8:21 8:26 9:29 9:45 

Tue 26 5:15 6:00 6:51 1:39 2:00 5:19 6:18 6:30 8:19 8:24 9:28 9:45 

Wed 27 5:16 6:00 6:52 1:39 2:00 5:18 6:17 6:30 8:18 8:23 9:26 9:45 

Thu 28 5:17 6:00 6:53 1:38 2:00 5:17 6:16 6:30 8:16 8:21 9:25 9:45 

Fri 29 5:19 6:00 6:54 1:38 2:00 5:16 6:14 6:30 8:14 8:19 9:23 9:45 

Sat 30 5:20 6:00 6:55 1:38 2:00 5:15 6:13 6:30 8:13 8:18 9:22 9:45 

Sun 31 5:21 6:00 6:56 1:37 2:00 5:14 6:12 6:30 8:11 8:16 9:20 9:45 

Mon 1 5:23 6:15 6:57 1:37 2:00 5:13 6:10 6:30 8:09 8:14 9:19 9:45 


